
 
 

Remarks to NYC City Council’s  
Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations 

Cultural After School Adventures (CASA) Initiative: Bringing Arts & Culture to  
New York City Public Schools and Enriching the Lives Of Students 

April 29, 2019 
	
Good morning. My name is Karen Jolicoeur. I’m the Deputy Director of Creative Art Works, and 
it’s my pleasure to be here today to talk about our Cultural After School Adventures programming. 
 
Creative Art Works is a 33-year-old creative youth development organization working in the visual 
and multimedia arts. Our CASA programs are provided in direct alignment with our mission to 
equip NYC youth who would otherwise lack access with essential creative tools and skills, to 
connect them to their communities and academic life, and to inspire new possibilities for the 
future. 
 
It’s to the City’s credit that this critical initiative has not only been sustained but has also grown in 
recent years. With our schools being squeezed as they are for time, space, materials, and 
personnel, the CASA Initiative provides vital resources -- valuing our students holistically, and 
amplifying the artistic experience as central to a robust learning environment.  
 
This is discerning as well as inspired: The Americans for the Arts 2017 Social Impact of the Arts 
report states that after-school arts programs save cities money. “For every $1 spent on after-
school programs, $9 is saved by reducing [other costs], improving academic performance, and 
increasing kids' earning potential.” 
 
It further states that students who are excited by school stay in school. Low-income students who 
participate in the arts, both in school and after school, have a dropout rate five times lower than 
their peers. 
 
It’s worth mentioning that the CASA initiative also allows organizations such as ours to provide 
meaningful, sustaining work for some of New York’s fine teaching artists.  
 
We have just a few slides to share with you today. (Cue PowerPoint slideshow – play from start. 
PDF provided as a back-up but will need to be advanced manually.) 
 
This year alone, Creative Art Works is providing approximately 200 kids in grades 1-8 at 5 
schools in Upper Manhattan and the Bronx with first-hand, in-depth experiences in multiple media 
and curricula. These include cartooning and anatomy, Claymation/stop-motion animation, book 
arts, sculpture, set design, and a mixed media curriculum called Art Around the World. Students 
are exploring myriad materials, learning numerous techniques, and are being exposed to a 
variety of work and artists ranging from the self-portraits of Frida Kahlo to the sculpture of Claes 
Oldenburg. 
 
Along the way, through an iterative process, they try and try again, explore, ask questions, 
collaborate with their peers, and reflect on process -- as much more so than on product. They 
learn that you don’t have to find something instantly easy to get better at it, and find fulfillment in it. 
Their work is exhibited and celebrated at culminating events with family and friends -- a real point 
of pride as well as an opportunity to practice some public speaking. They notice art in the world 
around them, and learn that the arts can be for them. 
 
In a recent assessment, a Creative Art Works student was asked “What is one thing you want us 
to know about your experience?” He responded by saying, “It was exciting, and I want everyone 
to experience this!” 
 
Thank you for championing these essential experiences for NYC youth so that more students can. 
 


