
 
 
PS 128 - Immigrant Heritage 
5th grade 
 
90 min classes 
Wednesdays 
 
Class 1  11/7 
Introduction to class  
Posters – image and text 
Inspiration: Polish circus posters 
Drawing: Sketch ideas – pencil on paper.  
Select strongest idea, begin final drawing on 11x14” Canson mixed media paper. 
 
Class 2  11/14 
Posters – image and text 
Inspiration: Polish circus posters 
Drawing – refine final drawing 
Painting: Tempera - Open Exploration, adding color to posters, use of flat color. 
 
Class 3  11/21 
Posters – image and text 
Painting: complete posters in tempera. 
Reflection and artist statement writing. 
 
Class 4  11/28 
Decorative letterform paintings 
Inspiration: Illuminated manuscripts – Ireland and Italy 
Inquiry:  illuminated texts: Book of Kells and Italian example 
Drawing:  decorative letterform 
 
12/5  Art class does not meet  
 
Class 5  Thu 12/6 
Decorative letterform paintings 
Inspiration: Book and Italy 
Drawing: Complete letterform, transfer to final surface. 
Painting: Color block-in, gouache 
 
Class 6  12/12 
Decorative letterform paintings 
Inspiration: Book and Italy 
Drawing: Complete letterform, transfer to final surface. 
Painting: Color block-in, gouache 
 
Class 7  12/19 
Decorative letterform paintings 
Illuminated manuscripts – Ireland and Italy 
Painting: Gouache and gold tempera paint.



TA Name:  Michael Mitchell 
Community Partner/Site:  PS 128Q 
Class: 
Age of Students:  5th Grade 
Dates:  11/7/18 
 
Project Title:  Poster Designs (Session 1) 
 
Goal:  
Students will create sketches for their poster ideas, using pencil on paper. 
Inspired by Polish circus posters, students will create posters that reflect their personal 
interests using an image and one word of text. For example, an image of a car and the 
word “car”, hand lettered. 
Students will create 3 thumbnail sketches to play with composition of image and text. 
They will select their strongest sketch and, if time begin the drawing on the final 
surface. 
 
Learner Objectives: 
SWBAT 
- understand that poster designers create thumbnail sketches to explore their ideas 
- learn how to make thumbnail sketches 
- understand that poster designers work with a limited palette, due to the printing 
process.   
- communicate their ideas in order to select their strongest ideas.   
   
Student Outcome: 
Students will create a full color poster 11x14” using tempera paint on paper.  
The text for the poster will be one word that defines the image. 
Looking at Polish circus posters for visual reference, the image can be a flat, graphic 
image to create visual impact and one word of text.  
 
Motivation/Introduction: 
Polish circus posters.  
 
Resources 
https://www.contemporaryposters.com/story/story.php 
 
Vocabulary: 
Thumbnail sketch, symbol, typography, type, stylized. 
 
Materials: 
White drawing paper 9x12”, pencil, eraser, masking tape, colored pencils (optional for 
color ideas), printouts of circus posters 
Canson mixed media paper 11x14” for final artwork. 
 
 
 
In Session Prompts: 



- “Your thumbnail sketches should be very simple, basic shapes to get your ideas 
down.” 
- “Remember the design will contain an image and one word.” 
- “How will you design your typography to help communicate your ideas?” 
Does the type communicate motion? Does it serve as an anchor for the design? 
- “Is the type curvy, blocky, geometric, or organic?” 
- “Will the type interact with the image?”  
 
Reflection: 
- Why did you select this as your theme?                                  
- What are you proud of that you accomplished today? 
- What colors could you use to communicate your ideas? 
 
Tasks for Classroom Assistant 
- Keeping students on task, especially during transitions 
- Handing out materials, picking up materials 
- Engaging in thoughtful discussion with students during art-making  
- Support with clean up - managing students as necessary 
- Helping to install and display work for Reflection. 
 
 
 
 
	  



Class Outline 
 
Lesson Element Time  Description of Process 
Introduction 10 min 

 
 
 
 
 
5-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

Welcome, Introduction, Community Agreement. 
 
Overview of program: creating artwork that makes 
connections to cultural heritage of students at this 
school. 
 
Inquiry - Polish circus posters. Look at 2-3 posters as 
class. “What do you notice” 
TA can elect to present the posters without providing 
any context, and allow the students to 
guess/investigate where they were made. For example 
students might remember the word “Cryk” and ask 
someone at home the meaning of the word.  
 
Introduce Project 
“We are creating posters of our personal interests. 
Using these circus posters as inspiration, it will contain 
an image and one word of text.” 
 
Brainstorm themes, if necessary. (Cars, cats, dogs, 
lions, robots, trucks, - students interests). 

Demonstration A 5 min Thumbnail sketch ideas, simple drawings using pencil 
on paper to get ideas out.  Fill one page with ideas: 
image and designing the type. 

Work Period A 20-25 min Thumbnail sketch ideas, pencil on drawing paper -
Image and type. 
 

Demonstration B 5 min Selecting strongest image.  
TA demo how to enlarge drawing to final surface. 
Composition for image-based design: general guideline 
- image comprise 2/3 and type 1/3 of the design. 
 
Refer to poster designs as necessary. 

Work Period B 30 Select strongest composition, with TA support as 
needed. 
Enlarge sketch to final surface: Canson mixed media 
paper 11x14” using pencil. 

Clean Up 5 min  
Wrap Up 5 min Sharing and reflection 
 
 
 



 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 



Date:  11/14/18 
Project Title:  Poster Designs (Session 2) 
 
Goal:  
Students will enlarge and refine their strongest sketch using pencil on Canson paper. 
Referencing the Polish circus poster designs, students will draw the image using a 
simple contour line with minimal details. 
Students will play with color mixing using tempera paint during the open exploration 
and mix colors for the palette of the artwork.  
 
Learner Objectives: 
SWBAT 
- have a basic understanding of tempera painting techniques. 
- learn how to mix colors using tempera paint. 
- develop an understanding for basic color theory including warm, cool, analogous, and 
complementary colors. 
   
Student Outcome: 
Students will create a full color poster 11x14” using tempera paint on paper. 
The text for the poster will be one word that defines the image. 
Looking at Polish circus posters for visual reference, the image can be a flat, graphic 
image to create visual impact and one word of text.  
 
Motivation/Introduction: 
Polish circus posters. 
 
Resources 
https://www.contemporaryposters.com/story/story.php 
 
Vocabulary: 
Color theory, hue, warm colors, cool colors, analogous, complementary. 
 
Materials: 
Canson mixed media paper 11x14”, pencil, eraser, masking tape, colored pencils, 
printouts of circus posters, students’ sketches. 
 
Tempera paint: R, B, Y, Bk, Br, W., plastic muffin tins, Bristle brushes, water containers, 
paper palette, aprons, paper towels.  
 
In Session Prompts: 
- “Remember, you can refine your painting as you go. It does not have to be a finished 
drawing before you start painting.” 
- “As you are mixing up the colors for your palette, write down the recipes so you know 
how to mix that color again.” 
- “Keep your colors flat - just like in the poster designs. This will give them greater 
visual impact.” 
 
 



Reflection:                                  
- What are you proud of that you accomplished today? 
- What colors are you using for your poster and why? 
- How do you like working with tempera paint? Any challenges, or anything you’d like to 
share. 
 
Tasks for Classroom Assistant 
- Keeping students on task, especially during transitions 
- Handing out materials, picking up materials 
- Engaging in thoughtful discussion with students during art-making  
- Support with clean up - managing students as necessary 
- Helping to install and display work for Reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
	  



Class Outline 
 
Lesson Element Time  Description of Process 
Introduction 5 min 

 
 
 

Community Agreement posted. Reference it as a 
reminder for students. 
Review from last week. What did we do? 
 
Overview for today’s class: Begin painting 
posters. 

Demonstration 7 min Painting demo.  
Setting up painting station, mixing colors. 
Creating limited palette-look at sample posters 
and count the number of colors, plus black. 
Student work period - Open Exploration. 

Work Period  
15 
55 

Two parts: 
1. Open Exploration painting 
2. Begin painting in poster. 
- Block in flat color, largest shapes to small 
shapes. Black outline last.   
- Students who need to finish transferring drawing 
(20 min). Then they begin painting. 

Clean Up 5 min To maximize studio time, Classroom Assistant can 
help with clean up while TA leads Gallery Walk. 

Wrap Up 3 min Gallery Walk. If time, notes for artist statements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  11/21/18 



Project Title:  Poster Designs (Class  3) 
 
Goal:  
Students will complete their painting, focusing on blocking in flat color from large 
shapes to small shapes. Once the color is completed students, will outline the shapes 
in a black outline. 
 
Again referencing the Polish circus poster designs, students will notice the use of a 
limited palette with black outline. 
 
Learner Objectives: 
SWBAT 
- have a basic understanding of tempera painting techniques. 
- learn how to mix colors using tempera paint. 
- develop an understanding for basic color theory including warm, cool, analogous, and 
complementary colors. 
- understand that poster designers use a limited palette, often with high saturation 
colors, to create visual impact.  
   
Student Outcome: 
Students will create a full color poster 11x14” using tempera paint on paper. 
The text for the poster will be one word that defines the image. 
Looking at Polish circus posters for visual reference, the image can be a flat, graphic 
image to create visual impact and one word of text.  
 
Motivation/Introduction: 
Polish circus posters. 
 
Resources 
https://www.contemporaryposters.com/story/story.php 
 
Vocabulary: 
Palette, visual impact 
Color theory, hue, warm colors, cool colors, analogous, complementary. 
 
Materials: 
Tempera paint: R, B, Y, Bk, Br, W., plastic muffin tins, Bristle brushes, water containers, 
paper palette, aprons, paper towels.  
 
Canson mixed media paper 11x14”, pencil, eraser, masking tape, colored pencils, 
printouts of circus posters, students’ sketches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Session Prompts: 



- “Keep your colors flat - just like in the poster designs. This will give them greater 
visual impact.” 
- “Remember to cover broad areas first using the bigger brush. Then clean up the 
edges using a smaller brush.” 
- “After you have completed adding color, the add the black outline.”  
  
Reflection:                                  
- What are you proud of that you accomplished today? 
- How do you like working with tempera paint? Any challenges, or anything you’d like to 
share. 
- What is the title of your piece and why? 
 
Tasks for Classroom Assistant 
- Keeping students on task, especially during transitions 
- Handing out materials, picking up materials 
- Engaging in thoughtful discussion with students during art-making  
- Support with clean up - managing students as necessary 
- Helping to install and display work for Reflection. 
 
 
 
 
	  



Class Outline 
 
Lesson Element Time  Description of Process 
Introduction 3-5 min 

 
 
 

Community Agreement posted. Reference it as a 
reminder for students. 
Review from last week. What did we do? 
Overview for today’s class: complete painting. 

Demonstration A 5 min 
 
 

Brush selection and handling: selecting proper 
brushes - large or small - depending upon the 
task. 

Work Period A 35 Painting -continue to block in flat color, large 
shapes to small shapes.  

Demonstration B 5 Black outline - how to handle the brush to 
maintain even line width, or vary line width as 
relevant. 

Work Period B 5 
 
25 

Students can practice using detail brush to paint 
black line on separate paper. 
Paint in black outline on poster. 

Clean Up 5 min To maximize studio time, Classroom Assistant can 
help with clean up while TA leads Gallery Walk. 

Wrap Up 3 min Gallery Walk. If there is more time, whole group 
Reflection. 
“Did anyone find out what Cyrk means?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


